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tunity of complying with their appetites, but may at any
time enter confidently, and 'call for poison, and mingle with
numerous assemblies met only to provoke each other to
intemperance by a kind of brutal emulation and obstre-
perous merriment.

This bill, therefore, my lords, is, as it has been termed,
only an experiment; an experiment, my lords, of a very
daring kind, which none would hazard but empirical poli-
ticians. It is an experiment to discover how far the vices
of the populace may be made useful to the government,
what taxes may be raised upon poison, and how much the
court may be enriched by the destruction of the subjects.

The tendency of this bill is so evident, that those who
appeared as its advocates have rather endeavoured to de-
feat their opponents by charging their proposals with ab-
surdity, than by extenuating the ill consequence of their
own scheme.

Their principal charge is, that those who oppose the bill
recommend a total prohibition of all spirits. This assertion
gives them an opportunity of abandoning their own cause,
to expatiate upon the innocent uses of spirits, of their effi-
cacy in medicine, and their convenience in domestick bu-
siness, and to advance a multitude of positions which they
know will not be denied, but which may be at once made
useless to them, by assuring them, that no man desires to
destroy the distillery for the pleasure of destroying it, or
intends any thing more than some provisions which may
hinder distilled spirits from being drunk by common people
upon common occasions.

Having thus obviated the only answer that has hitherto
been made to the strong arguments which have been
offered against the bill, I must declare, that I have heard
nothing else that deserves an answer, or that can possibly
make any impression in favour of the bill; a bill, my lords,
teeming with sedition and idleness, diseases and robberies;
a bill that will enfeeble the body, corrupt the mind, and
turn the cities of this populous kingdom into prisons for
villains, or hospitals for cripples; and which 1 think it,
therefore, our duty to reject.